
Adoring	Jesus	

“Look!	The	virgin	will	conceive	a	child!	
She	will	give	birth	to	a	son,	and	

they	will	call	him	Immanuel,	
which	means	‘God	is	with	us.’”	

~	Matthew	1:23	
	
	
	
On	Christmas	Eve	in	the	year	1223,	a	man	
named	Francis	set	up	a	manger	scene	in	
Greccio,	Italy,	complete	with	real	animals.	
Francis	loved	God	very	much,	and	he	wanted	
everyone	in	his	town	to	imagine	what	it	
might	be	like	at	the	manger.			This	was	the	
first	Live	Nativity.			
	
What	animals	do	you	see?	
	
Can	you	spot	the	baby	Jesus?			
	
What	do	you	think	it	would	have	been	like	to	
be	at	the	birth	of	Jesus?		Imagine	if	you	could	
ask	Jesus’	mother,	Mary,	to	hold	the	baby	
Jesus.			
	
Would	you	like	to	give	him	a	gentle	kiss	on	his	
forehead?			
	
What	if	you	could	whisper	in	his	ear	and	tell	him	something?		What	would	you	say?			
	
Say	a	prayer	to	the	baby	Jesus.		Thank	him	for	coming	into	our	world	because	he	loved	us	so	much.			
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Pauline Baynes, famed illustrator of The Chronicles of Narnia, 
created this beautiful painting, St. Francis of Assisi. 



	
Directions	for	the	adult	leading	this	experience:	

1. 	Print	off	a	copy	for	each	person	participating	in	this	experience.			
2. To	start,	read	the	passage	(above).	
3. Go	through	each	question	and	explore	this	beautiful	painting	together.			
4. Close	with	a	short	prayer,	either	led	by	you	or	the	child.			

	
	

 


